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B Operating Instructions

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

To avoid injury to the eyes, never look at the sun through the viewfinder.

Always follow of Page 14 when using the synchro cord.

FEATURES
Thank you for your purchase of the L-408 Sekonic Exposure Meter. It features:

Built-in non-parallax viewfinder with 5 degree acceptance

angle.

® Built-in viewfinder eliminates parallax error caused by separate
viewfinders.

® Built-in design eliminates troublesome viewfinder mounting and removal
in the field.

Unique, new combination of Lumisphere and Lumidisc.

® All operations directly on meter body.
Reduces workload, speeds operation and removes risk of losing
accessories.

® Fast and accurate light balancing reading because the unit features an
exclusive, retracting Lumisphere which allows fast, accurate light
balancing readings, while eliminating the need for additional accessories.

Water-resistant.

® The first photographic apparatus that has the water-resistant construction.
Stands up to dirty, sooty, damp industrial locations and wet weather,
outdoors.

Aperture or shutter speed priority.
® Aperture or shutter speed priority can be selected according to choice.
Both modes are available for ambient light reading.

Memory function is useful for subject contrast measurement.
® The three memory values are displayed on the LCD analog scale to
provide simple balancing of light and subject contrasts.

Multiple flash measurement.

® When a single flash is insufficient to illuminate a subject, repeated flash
exposures on the same film frame or sheet of film will build exposure to
the correct level and the cumulative effect of these exposures can be
accurately measured by the meter.
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1SO button
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Battery case cover lock



2. Display

2.1 LCD panel
(@ Mode selection ‘ ® Number‘of_cumul.ative flashes
ient liaht vt When the flash is fired, this mark appears and the measurement times are
[ Ambient light measu acccumulated. More than 10 measurement causes the “E” (error) mark to
1 Flash measurement without cord appear.

See Pages 15 and 18.
[A Flash measurement with cord

The mode symbols are switched in the following sequence: ‘

B-g-B-8 @ 91180 film speed
The film speed of ISO 3 to 8000 is shown.
(@ Aperture/EV/Battery/Ohters See Page 8.
@

“b.c” Battery capacity »'2  See Page 7.
Aperture value (Indlcated by a number
and dots 3*iz)  See Page 11.

® Measuring-level adjustment

This mark appears when the measuring-level
adjustment is carried out. See Page 20.

Aperture-priority measurement ® ® g Shutter speed o film frame count (F. P. S.)

m Shutter speed in minutes
Shutter speed in seconds
B Number of frames per second

A4 Shown during exposure index correction.
See Page 20.

ONY [P+

Exposure value (Indicated by a number
anddots 32)  SeePage 11.

Eu  Under exposure

Eo  Over exposure

- The mark flashes during Reflected Light
Metering. See Page 6.

One full stop is shown by 9 bars. b
i indicates one tenth stop.
A single bar indic P I
T Underexposure

% Overexposure

el e Aperture (A bar or dot indicates 0.5 stop.)
The analog display can be switched to memory dot
display using the memory function.
See Page 12.




2.2 Light-receiving indicator

Slide the eyepiece cover up or down to set metering to either incident light or reflected
light (with 5-degree viewfinder metering).

Light receiving
indicator

a)

Incident light metering

-

Reflected light metering

2.3 Viewfinder information
Circle (B) indicates 5 degree spot measurement. Center spot (A) is for positioning

of spot measurement.
® ®
AN

Viewfinder information

3. Mode Selection

Your L-408 can measure both incident and reflected light in both ambient light and
flash (strobe or bulb) modes. You can switch the modes as follows:

Light-receiving  [Light receiving [Measured light [Mode]
! gmethod] 9 | gelemem] 9 oh L 4
Tncident ight |- [Cumisphere) [easurement ‘One-ime
elring ‘ug Strabe light without cord measurement
See Page 17. Can be siored in memory )
X leasurement “Accumulation
| Bulb light Synchro cord i corg. measmont

(Optional) See Page 14. (Cannot be stored in memory.)

Shutter speed priority measurement

[Can be siored In memory)

Exposure priority measurement

{Cannot be stored In memory.)

Exposure value

TCannat ba stored in momory )

Reflected ight
meteri Ambient light

See Page 11.

(5-deg. viewfinder metering)

3.1 Switching between incident metering and reflected light
metering (with 5-degree viewfinder metering)

Slide the eyepiece cover closed for incident light metering, or open the eyepiece cover
for reflected light metering.

Eyepiece
cover

Close

Incident light metering (with coverclosed)

CAUTION| | ® Set the eyepiece cover at the top or button click position only.
Otherwise, the LCD markings (entire display) will blink and you cannot
start metering with the measuring switch.

3.2 Switching between lumisphere up and down positions

Manually rotate the lumisphere UP/DOWN ring counterclockwise to move the
lumisphere up. You can now start incident light metering.
Rotate the ring clockwise to retract the lumisphere for balancing light metering.

= ==

o

Lumisphere €2

il Lumisphere =
up position

down position

® Set the lumisphere UP/DOWN ring to one of the dot marked positions.
Any other position will result in incorrect metering.




4. Light-receiving Method

4.1 Incident light metering (with eyepiece cover closed)

Hold the L-408 close to the subject, point the lumisphere towards the camera, and
measure the incident light intensity.

Lumisphere in down position:

V) /i /
Lumisphere in up position: ////
For incident measurement ﬁ

CAUTION

For light balance and simple illuminance

® Whenthe - * _ mark blinks, the L-408 is in the reflected light metering
mode. Close the eyepiece cover to select the incident light metering
mode.

4.2 Reflected light metering (with eyepiece cover open)

Your L-408 has a built-in viewfinder. By sliding the eyepiece cover down to its open
position, you can use it as a 5-degree spot meter for accurate spot metering.

Hold the L-408 at your camera position, and place the circle in the viewfinder on the
target subject.

38, ///

® Spot metering under 50 cm (20 inches) is not possible.

NOTE

® \When you open the eyepiece cover, (<) appears in the light-receiving
indicator and - * _ flashes in the bar display area.

5. Preparation for Measurement

5.1 Mounting a battery and strapping

Use a 1.5-volt, type-AA (UM3 dry, LR-6 or R-6) battery. Do not use a NiCd battery.
@ Unlock the cover lock and remove the battery case cover. (2) Insert the battery in
the battery case aligning the polarities as indicated on the inside of the case.

@ Insert the claws of the cover into the holes of the )
body. Lock the cover lock. Pull down the strap ring.

Battery
case cover

Cover lock
Attaching the strap

Remove the battery case cover.

@ Move the cover lock toward the battery
case (arrow (D).

@ Pass the strap through strap eyelet @).

(@ Pass the opposite side of the strap through
a strap ring.

NOTES | @ To save your current setup, turn the POWER switch OFF first, then
replace the battery.

® | the LCD message is abnormal or if nothing occures when you press
an operation button, remove the battery. Wait at least 10 seconds.
Then, mount the battery (in the correct polarity) and try again.

® Wipe and clean the rubber seal of battery cover. Sand and dust may
cause water leakage, corrosion or other problems.

5.2 Battery check
Turn the POWER switch on, and the LCD panel

(“b.c” message and bar marking 3'i"% ) displays
the current battery level. The battery level is
indicated by a number of bars for one second.
Then, the LCD panel automatically switches to the
normal measurement mode.

-
)
[]

£

o
[




NOTES |® You can sustain battery level display by holding down the Power switch.
® When the battery capacity drops below the limit, the “b.c” display blinks
and then goes out.

® When the battery level is indicated by only two or three dots, replace the
battery.

5.3 Auto Power-off

To save battery capacity, the L-408 is automatically turned off (and all readings are
erased) 10 minutes after your last operation.

NOTE |® When the L-408 is automatically turned off by Auto Power-off, all of your
settings (such as mode selection, exposure setup and measured
values) are saved. They are displayed again when the POWER switch
is turned on.

5.4 1SO film speed setup

Hold down the ISO button (<) and press the UP or
DOWN button («=(@) to set the ISO film speed. The UP
button is used to select higher film speed, and the DOWN ()
button lower film speed. Holding down the UP or DOWN
button for more than one second continuously increases
or decreases the film speed.

NOTE IO You can also change the ISO film speed after taking measurement.

The new calculated value is displayed when the film speed is changed after taking the
measurement.

5.5 Light-receiving method setup

Select incident light metering (with lumisphere in the UP or DOWN position) or
reflected light metering (with 5-degree spot meter).

Open G ‘

| Eyepiece |
&y cover &
Incident light metering Reflected light metering
8 (with cover closed) (with cover open)

- Press the mode selection button (<=(D) to select the

5.6 Measurement mode setup

desired measurement mode. Mode switching sequence:

o
Ambient light Flash measurement Flash measurement
:_) measurement a without cord -3 with cord j

The following shows the meter display of each selected mode.
(Ambient light measurement) mode:

Press the F/EV/MULTI button (<=(@)) to switch the display. Display switching
sequence:

~ Shutter speed Exposure value _, = Aperture priorit
- ut S > N prionty
| priority metering metering metering ‘
& 1ng 8 iso 8 s
il - il QL r
g2y | el L 5650

11422845686 111522324566 30

Shutter speed priority metering ~ Exposure value metering Aperture priority metering

I (Flash measurement without cord) mode, and |
(Flash measurement with cord) mode

Press the F/EV/MULTI button to select single or cumulative flash measurement.

NOTES | ® Use single flash measurement when a single flash is sufficient.

® Use cumulative measurement when multiple flashes are needed (one to
nine times.) Ten or more flashes are not possible.

. i 9 mnn
Single flash 8 e , ¥
measurement o lds u . ds
4z2z8a¢% n 3 4 50 2008 13 2324584 90
g d @m0l S g (00 [
umulative & N =

il - B il - |

measurement u . l0s S P J

114 2 26 € 56 3 1 1€22324554 30 114225455 8 11 1622324584 50

Flash measurement
without cord

Flash measurement with cord




5.7 Shutter speed priority setup

Press the UP/DOWN button (<) to select a shutter
speed.

The UP button is used to increase shutter speed, and the
DOWN button to decrease it. Holding down the UP or
DOWN button continuously increases or decreases the
shutter speed.

When the DOWN button is pressed once

il 10
4] T amdl / | i
rJ > A .t 2.4 ht
g il o 'l‘ ,‘_",,
o iga o ou
1142284568 111622324564 90 1142284568 111622324564 30

When the UP button is pressed once

5.8 Aperture priority setup

Press the UP/DOWN button to set the desired aperture for aperture-priority
measurement in ambient light. The UP button is used to decrease the aperture, and
the DOWN button to increase it. Holding either button down continuously changes
aperture.

When the DOWN button is pressed once

53] 150 I e d 23] iso WA}
C ‘: il @ L’ il T
R et
Pra—

When the UP button is pressed once

10

6. Ambient Light Measurement

6.1 Mode selection 1] e
Press the mode selection button (<) to select the ,’-,' a1
=3 Ambient light measurement mode.

= .t PR
1142284568 111622324564 90

Shutter priority measurement

6.2 Measuring switch

Press the F/EV/MULTI button (¢<=)) to select the il
desired measuring value display. Ly s

3} i

EV exposure value measurement

B i
Ci
a0l

Exposure priority measurement

After this measurement, you can change the measuring mode by pressing the F/EV/
MULTI button.

NOTE |® The EV (exposure value) shows light value based on the combination
of shutter speed and aperture.

6.3 Shutter speed priority setup
Press the UP or DOWN button to set the desired shutter speed.

NOTE |® Your L-408 covers shutter speeds from 30 minutes to 1/8000 sec. After

1/8000 sec. , the shutter speed of 1/200 and 1/400 sec. appears in the

gisplay, then from 8 to 128 frames per second (f/s) for cine speeds can
e set.

6.4 Measurement
Press the measuring switch (<=(D) to start measurement.

Shutter speed priority a8 o

measurement is setat “T:1/ @ ,'.,' P ey

125" and “F:2.8+3/10". sl
84 56 8 111622324564 90

Exposure Value %] g

measurement is set at 1N

“EV1.3". L
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Aperture priority 150 I
measurement is set at “F:5.6+3/10" CC. w5
and “T:1/30". 008 a0

NOTES |® Bars and analog values are displayed. ] -
Bar 56.. ~ 5h.. |86:. ~ 56| b ~ Gl

indication

Bars: 1102 Barsr3 to7 Bars: 8t0 9
Analog A%6 8 A%es 7 AT
values 56 F561/2 8
® Ambient light metering continues as long =
i i = [Iso e
as you keep pressing the measuring e
switch.

G
L I ST I v

® When you change the film speed, the
measurement is recalculated and a new
value is displayed.

® \When the measuring range is exceeded,
“Eu” (underexposure) or “Eo”
(overexposure) appears. If “Eu”
appears, slow down the shutter speed or
open the aperture.
If “Eo” appears, increase the shutter speed or close the aperture.

6.5 Data memory

In the ambient light mode, you can store up to three aperture values at shutter speed

priority measurements in memory.

(1 After measurement, press the memory button (D<).
The aperture value will be displayed on the analog scale
with ( e or B).

(@ You can store up to three measurements. The fourth
measurement is displayed but not stored.

@ You can store three measurements for each light- e |
receiving method. (See page 13 (5). So, a total of 9 @c‘.?m
measurements can be stored in memory. ! N
When measuring and storing data with the lumisphere in the DOWN position, your
L-408 does not display the values measured with the lumisphere in the UP
position or in the reflected light metering mode. To recall these measurements,
switch the mode to lumisphere UP position or reflected light metering.

(@ To clear the memotry, press the Clear Memory button.

CAUTION| | @ The Clear Memory button clears all 9 measurements from the memory .

12

® Measurement modeflight-receiving method and memory

Measuring mode

Light-receiving method

Incident light metering

Reflected light metering

iont I vsphera UP isphar
a__| Ambient light Lctaiel e

b | Flash with cord

¢ | Flash without cord

DOWN position

2 | Y

Viewlinger

Memory data count 3

3 3
In the ambient light mode, memory can be stored only in shutter priority

measurement.)

[caumion]

® You can only recall memory data in the same measuring mode. If you
change the measuring mode, previous data is cleared from memory.

6.6 Contrast measurement

To measure the contrast between the main and auxiliary light sources, set the
lumisphere to the DOWN position. Then proceed as follows for shutter speed priority

measurement:

(® Hold your L-408 close to the subject and point the ® = 0
lumisphere toward the main light source (turn the r i
auxiliary light source off). Take reading. B 1o 125

@ Press the Memory button to store the measured
data in memory.

(® Keep holding the L-408 close to the subject and
point the lumisphere to ward the auxiliary light
source (turn the main light source off).

@ Compare the difference in brightness between the
main and auxiliary light sources, and determine the

contrast.

NOTE

@ )

® The contrast can be determined easily
with memory at aperture-priority
measuring. (use the digital display to
read the accurate value).

Example: The main light source is /5 #+ and

NOTE

il
s g

114225455811 @324554 90
e

HH

-
b -

Wl
(K

@@
1142284 %8 924584 30
Yo SR P e PRRE MDRINE )

auxiliary light source is g7 & _
r - - - Auxiliary light source

) 1= = -Main light source
1142284568 111622324564 90

Since the difference is two exposure

increments, the contrast is 4:1.

vaIuMeegﬁgi%m Contrast
1 2y
1172 3.1
2 |
3 8:1
4 16 : 1
5 321

and measure the exposure.

® To determine the correct exposure, turn both the main and auxiliary light
sources on, point the lumisphere (UP position) toward the camera lens,

13



7. Flash Measurement with cord

7.1 Single flash measurement

(@ Flash measurement with cord
Select the | (Flash measurement with cord)
mode using the mode selection button (<=(D).

[cauTion] [@ Never use the L-408 in flash mode when your hands are wet in
conditions such as rain, splashing water or wet place. High voltage at
the synchro terminal may result in an electric shock. Use the synchro
cord cap and select the flash without cord mode for safety.

408 terminal or when you operate the POWER switch.

@ The flash unit may "pop" when you connect the synchro cord to the L-

(@ Synchro cord connection
Plug the flash synchro cord into the L-408 synchro
terminal.

(® Single flash measurement ,
Select the single flash measurement mode using the
F/EVIMULTIbutton (=®@).

(@ Shutter speed setup
Set the desired shutter speed using the UP/DOWN
button (<=(3).

NOTE |® Inthis mode, you can set the
shutter speed from 1 sec to 1/500

sec. After 1/500 sec., 1/75, 1/80, 1/
90, 1/100, 1/200 and 1/400 sec.
appear in the diplay and you can
select a particular shutter speed.

(® Measurement )
Press the measuring switch (<=@). .
The flash will fire and the correct aperture will appear on the LCD panel.

14
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NOTES |® If the camera’s flash does not fire, use flash measurement without cord.

® When the ISO setup is changed, the measurement data is recalculated
and redisplayed.

® |f the shutter speed is changed after measurement, the measurement is
lost and the aperture is cleared to zero (0).

® When the measuring range is exceeded, “Eu” (underexposure) or “Eo”
(overexposure) appears. Correct the shutter speed or the light source.

© When using a flash bulb, check the synchro speed of the camera you
use. Measurement with a flash bulb cannot be made in the flash
cordless mode.

% Synchro cord (optional):
A 5-meter-long synchro cord with three
plugs is available for synchronous metering
between your L-408 and the flash unit or
between the camera and the flash unit. It is
very convenient as no cord replacement is
required during shooting pictures. The L-
408 is also equipped with a connecior
terminal lock for securing cable connection.

To strbe T camera
light
7.2 Data memory 4

In the single flash measurement mode, up to three measurements can be stored in

memory. Memory storage is same as for the ambient light measurement (see 6.5 of
Page 12).

7.3 Cumulative flash measurement
(1 Flash measurement with cord

Select the [ (Flash measurement with cord) mode

using the mode selection button (<(1).

(@ Cumulative flash measurement
Select the cumulative flash measurement mode using
the F/EVIMULTbutton (<=(@).

(® Shutter speed setup
Set the desired shutter speed using the UP/DOWN
button (<=(3)).

15




NOTE |® Inthis mode, you can set the shutter speed from 1 sec to 1/500 sec.
After 1/500 sec., 1/75, 1/80, 1/90, 1/100, 1/200 and 1/400 sec. appear in
the display and you can select a particular shutter speed.

(@ Measurement S _
Press the measuring switch (<(@). The flash will fire, and the aperture will
appear on the LCD panel. Also, the cumulative aperture of each measurement
and the number of accumulated flashes also appear.

B ]
il a9
o 125

When a single flash firing is
measured

When four flash firings are
measured

BoloB
142 284 56 8 111622324564 80

® To cancel the Cumulative mode, just press the F/EV/MULTI button. To restart
metering with new setup, press the F/EV/MULTI button.

NOTES |® When the ISO setup is changed, the measurement data is recalculated
and redisplayed.

@ |f the shutter speed is changed after measurement, the measurement is
lost and both the number of accumulated flashes and aperture are
cleared to zero (0).

® To start flash bulb metering, connect the synchro cord between the
camera’s “X” terminal and the L-408 synchro terminal. Also, set the
shutter speed to 1/30 second or longer.

7.4 Contrast measurement

The contrast measurement is the same as for ambient light measurement (see 6.6 of
Page 13).
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8. Flash Measurement without cord

8.1 Single flash metering
@ Flash measurement without cord

Select the [ (Flash measurement without cord) mode using the mode selection
button.
@ Single flash measurement
Select the single flash measurement mode using the F/EV/MULTI button.
(® Shutter speed setup
Set the desired shutter speed using the UP/DOWN button.

NOTE | In this mode, you can set the shutter speed from 1 sec to 1/500 sec.
After 1/500 sec., 1/75, 1/80, 1/90, 1/100, 1/200 and 1/400 sec. appear in
the display and you can select a particular shutter speed.

(@ Measurement

Press the measuring switch. The [ mark will

appear and your L-408 is ready to measure
(Standby mode).

When the flash fires, your L-408 displays the
correct exposure.

NOTES |® After this measurement, the ] mark continues to blink and your L-408
remains in standby mode.
® The standby mode continues for approximately 90 seconds and you can

measure again within this time. If the mark goes out after 90 seconds
press the measuring switch again.

® \When you change the film speed, the measurement is recalculated and
a new correct value is displayed.

® |fthe flash is NOT metered by your L-408 (when the flash is dimmer
than the ambient light), use flash measurement with cord.

® |[f the shutter speed is changed after measurement, the measurement is
lost and the aperture is cleared to zero (0).
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NOTES

® \When the measuring range is exceeded, “Eu” (underexposure) or “Eo”

(overexposure) appears. Correct the shutter speed or the light source.

L - -~

SN TIN

@ L ' ". "~
LI R L.

- Seolotofol

U 114228456 1714228 4 58

® |f a rapid start luminescent lamp or special illumination lamp is to be
measured (although no flash fires), connect the synchro cord and use
the flash measurement with cord.

8.2 Data memory
In the single flash measurement mode, up to three measurements can be stored in

memory. Memory storage is the same as for ambient light measurement (see 6.5 of

Page 12).

8.3 Cumulative measurement

(@ Flash measurement without cord

Select the Al (Flash measurement without cord)
mode using the mode selection button (<)

(@ Cumulative measurement
Select the flash cumulative measurement mode
using the F/EV/MULTI button (<=@).

(@ Shutter speed setup
Set the desired shutter speed using the UP/DOWN
button (<=(®).

NOTE

® |n this mode, you can set the shutter
speed from 1 sec to 1/500 sec. After 1/
500 sec., 1/75, 1/80, 1/90, 1/100, 1/200
and 1/400 sec. appear in the display and
you can select a particular shutter speed.

@ Measurement o i so A
Press the measuring switch. The [ mark 7l 19 ¢
inki o ich
continues blinking and your L-408 enters the L e
standby mode. 1142284858 111622324564 90
18

When the flash fires, the aperture value will appear on the LCD panel. The
cumulative exposure of each measurement and the number of flashes also

appear.

When a single flash firing is measured| B iZJ

When four flash firings are measured | @

Nolols
56 8 111622324564 80

(& To cancel Cumulative mode, just press the F/EV/MULT! button. To restart
metering with new setup, press the F/EV/MULTI button.

NOTES

After this measurement, the 8 mark continues to blink and your L-408
remains in standby mode.
The standby mode continues for approximately 90 seconds.

If the flash is NOT metered by your L-408 (when the flash is dimmer
than the ambient light), use flash measurement with cord.

If the shutter speed is changed after measurement, the measurement is
lost and the exposure is cleared to zero (0).

If a rapid start luminescent lamp or special illumination lamp light is to
be measured (although no flash fires), use flash measurement with
cord.

No flash bulb measurement is supported. Use the synchro cord
instead.

8.4 Contrast measurement
Contrast measurement is the same as for ambient light measurement (see Step 6.6 of

Page 13).
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9. Other Metering Operations

9.1 Exposure index correction

Although your L-408 has been calibrated to exacting
standards, you can manually correct the exposure index to
within £9.9 EV.

(1 Hold down the ISO button ((D=) and press the |H [iso
F/EV/MULTI button (<) to change display. i o
Use the UP/DOWN button (<=(®) for exposure i oy
index correction.

mark continues until the exposure index
correction is canceled.

(@ The UP button increases the exposure inde)g 0.1
step at a time (the exposure is reduced), while
the DOWN button decreases the value (the
exposure is increased). Holding down the button
continuously increases or decreases the
xposure index. .
® ?opcancel exposure index correction, hold down the UP/DOWN button until the

exposure value reaches zero (0). The mark goes out.

NOTES |® Determine the exposure index values after a sufficient number of tests
in actual photographic conditions.

® All of the measured values are corrected simultaneously according to
the above correction regardless of the metering mode selected such as
incident or reflected light measurement, and ambient or flash
measurement.
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9.2 Using your L-408 as an illuminance meter

@ Set your L-408 to the incident light and ambient light metering mode, and select
the ISO 100 and EV display (turn off exposure index correction ).

@ Set the lumisphere to the DOWN position, hold the L-408 parallel to the subject,
and start metering.

@ Determine the brightness level using the following conversion table or by
calculation.

v« _EV-to-Lux conversion table

0 i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
6o | 25 50 10 20 40 80 160 | 320 | 640 | 1300
05 35 7.1 14 28 57 110 | 230 | 450 | 910 | 1800

[ &v T o [ H iz 13 14 15 16 7 18 19
| 00 {2600 | 5100 | 10000 | 20000 | 41000 | 82000 | 160000 | 330000 | 660000 | 1300000
65 3600 | 7200 | 14000 | 29000 | 58000 | 120000 | 230000 460000 | 930000 | 1900000

i n o @® Using the conversion [TEv T
Display example: EV9 ' _ el - --‘=
@ Calculation 05 ] F~ | a0 |
Brightness level (Lx) = 2.5x2 EV
=25x294
=2.5x724

= Approx. 1800 Lx
9.3 Using your L-408 as a luminance meter

@ Setyour L-408 to the reflected light and ambient light metering mode, and select
the ISO 100 and EV display (turn off exposure index correction )

@ Measure the object using the viewfinder.

(@ Determine the luminance level using the following conversion table or by

g

calculation.
EV-to-cd/m? conversion table

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 19 1 12
[ 0o | 10 20 40 80 16 32 64 130 | 260 [ 510
14 28 57 1 23 45 %0 | 180 360 720

B 7 i 7 B 5 05
| 0D | 1000 | 2000 | 4100 | 8200 | 16000 | 33000 | 66000 | 131000 ] 262000 | 5000
1400 | 2000 | 5800 | 12000 | 23000 | 46000 | 90000 | 190000 | 370000 | 740000

i p a (@ Using the conversion ey T T %
Display example: EV9 i L i
@ Calculation i I, = D
Luminance level (cd/m?) = 0.125x2 EV
=0.125x24.5
=0.125x724
= Approx. 90 cd/m?
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10. Specifications

Type
Light-receiving method
Light-receiving section

Light receiving element
Metering systems

Measuring range
(1SO 100)

Repeat accuracy
Calibration constant

Display range

Other display

Battery used
Operating temperature
range

Storage temperature
range

Dimensions

Weight

Standard accessories

® Digital exposure meter for ambient and flash metering

® |ncident and reflected light metering system

® ncident light:  Lumisphere /Flat diffuser function (Lumisphere down

position)
® Reflected light:  Built-in viewfinder (with 5-degree spot meter); 50 cm to
unlimited metering range

® Silicon photo diode

@ Ambient light:  Aperture-priority metering

Shutter speed-priority metering

With synchro cord

® Flagh light: ~ Without synchro cord

® Ambient light:  Incident light: EV1 to EV19.9 (in 0.1 steps)
Reflected light: ~ EV2.5 to EV22.9 (in 0.1 steps)

® Flash:  Incident light: F1.0to F90 + 0.9 stop (in 0.1 steps)
Reflected light: F2.0 + 0.5 stop to F90 + 0.9 stop (in 0.1 steps)

+0.1 EV or less

C=340 (lumisphere), C=250 (Flat diffuser

function/lumisphere DOWN)

® Reflected light metering: K=125

® S0 (film speed): 310 B0OO (at 1/3 SV)

® T (shutter speed):

® Flash light:

® |ncident light metering:

Ambient light: 30 min to 1/8000 sec (in 1 sec steps) plus 1/200 or 1/400
f/s (frames/sec): 8, 12, 16, 24, 25, 30, 32, 64, 128
Opening angle: 180 degrees
Flash: 1 sec to 1/500 sec (at 1 TV) plus 1/75, 1/80, 1/90, 1/100,
1/200 or 1/400
® Aperture: 1.0t0 90.9 (in 0.1 step)

® EV (Exposure Value):  ~0.9t036.1 (in 0.1 steps)

@ Analog display: F1.0t0 90 (in 0.5 steps)

® Water-resistant construction: JIS Class 4

® Data memory function:  Up to 9 readings (3 with lumisphere, 3 with flat
diffuser/lumisphere DOWN, and 3 reflected light
readings) can be stored in memory.

® Cumulative function: Up to 9 flash readings can be accumulated.

® Qut-of-range metering:  “Eu” (underexposure) or “Eo” (overexposure) alarm
indication

® Exposure index correction: 9.9 EV

® Battery check

® Auto power-off

® Asingle type-AA battery (UM3 dry, L-6 or LR-6), 1.5V

® -10°C to +50C

® -20°C to +60C
® Approx. 77Wx144Hx41D mm

® Approx. 180 g (without battery)
® Soft case, strap, synchro terminal cap, AA battery

The specifications and appearance of the L-408 are subject to change without notice

due to improvement.
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11. Instructions and Maintenance Notes

O

® Avoid excessive temperature changes, otherwise, condensation will

AUTION] | ® Although the L-408 is water-resistant, it is NOT Water-proof. So NEVER

use it in water. If the L-408 is waterlogged it will malfunction.

® To avoid damaging the exposure meter, never drop it or subject it to

impact.

® Avoid keeping the exposure meter in places of high temperature or

humidity.

|
\
: .

occur, resulting in malfunction.

MAINTENANCE NOTES

If your L-408 is splashed with water, immediately wipe it with a soft and
dry cloth. Water leakage could cause corrosion or system malfunction.
Avoid applying excessive force to the rubber seal of the battery case

cover. Also, do not attempt to remove the rubber seal, otherwise, water
invasion, corrosion or malfunction will result.

If the rubber seal is scratched or damaged, water invasion, corrosion or
malfunction will result. Consult the dealer where the L-408 was
purchased if this occurs.

Keep the surfaces of the lumisphere, lens and objective cover clean and
free from dust, foreign particles and scratches.

Wipe off dirt with a soft or silicon cloth. Never use solvent such as
thinner or benzine.

23



Memo
Memo



Memo




SEKONIC CORPORATION

7-24-14, Oizumi-Gakuen-cho, Nerima-ku, Tokyo 178, Japan
Phone: Tokyo (03) 3978-2335 Telex: J 34376 SEKONIC

Facsimile: (03) 3978-5229

Cable: SEKONIC TOKYO
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